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The “Remembering the Jesus Movement”

Survey Highlights
Between November 1997 and the end of April 2004 this website hosted an extensive on-line survey which attempted to gather information on the experiences, opinions, and life courses of people who had at one time or another considered themselves part of the Jesus People movement in the years between 1967 and 1977.  The survey was put together by Larry Eskridge and David DiSabatino who are currently working on a book about the Jesus People for Baker Books in Grand Rapids, Michigan.  All together, 812 people (after weeding out incomplete surveys, the inevitable hoax responses, and surveys filled out by people who were too young to have participated in the JP movement) completed this survey.  The statistical breakdown and commentary that follows does not pretend to be any type of definitive “final word” on the Jesus People movement in any sort of “pure” social scientific sense—those who would find their way to a website of this nature and then take the amount of time this lengthy survey required would almost by definition likely be among the most interested, probably enthusiastic--and perhaps, nostalgic--of those who took part in the “Jesus Revolution.”  Nonetheless, the surveys contained a wealth of interesting data and insights into the history, experiences, beliefs, and opinions—past and present—of an interesting cross-section of those who considered themselves part of “God’s Forever Family.”  To those who took part in this survey its authors—and our webhost, Dave Hollandsworth—would like to say a big “Thank you!”  We hope you all find the following information of interest.

Basic Statistical Information:
-Gender:

Males:     
68.1%

Females: 
30.2%

Undetermined: 
  1.7%

This is one result that is immediately striking: it turns the usual male/female ratio of church attendance and religious involvement on its head.  This could be the result of a combination of factors—perhaps a product of a male predisposition to be more computer-savvy; a higher likelihood that males have access to job-related computer equipment and internet connections; or, perhaps, the simple fact that males may have more free time on their hands.  
Still, it also bespeaks the possibility that males were uncharacteristically—in comparison with most religious groups--numerous within the ranks of the Jesus People, and that involvement with the movement may have played a particularly important role in the religious and life biographies of “male Jesus People.”

Educational Level of Jesus People Survey Respondents:
Out of the surveys tabulated, the educational attainment of former members of the Jesus People are, on the whole, slightly above national levels in terms of those who have earned at least an associate’s degree, technical school degree, or higher levels of education.  In all, 70% of respondents claimed to have achieved an associate’s degree or the equivalent of at least two full years of college education.  47.8% of respondents claimed to have earned a bachelor’s degree.  Meanwhile 11.4% claimed to have earned a graduate degree.  

Christian Vocation
As would be expected, a movement such as the Jesus People would have been expected to inspire a fair portion of its number to undertake pastoral, evangelistic or other church-oriented work as their chosen career path.  Among the respondents of this survey, a total of 16.3% indicated that they had indeed become pastors, missionaries, evangelists, or were employed in some sort of full-time church, or parachurch-related, careers.  
Geographic Distribution of Jesus People Movement Involvement :
California:





[33.4% of North American respondents]

Pacific Northwest (BC, OR, WA):      


[6.6%]
Southwestern U.S.  (AZ, NM, OK, TX):        

[10.4%]
Great Lakes Region (IL, IN, MI, MN, OH, ON, WI):
[17.1%]
Great Interior/Rocky Mtn. Region :


[6.4%]

     (CO, ID, IA, KS, MO, MT, NE, NV, SD)

Southeastern U.S.:




[12.7%]
      (AL, AR, FL, GA, KY, LA, MS, NC, SC, TN, VA) 
Mid-Atlantic States:    




[8.9%]

      (DC, DE, MD, NJ, NY, PA, WV)
New England:





[1.6%]
      (CT, MA, ME, NH, RI, VT)       

Other U.S.:





[2.3%]
       (AK, HI, Panama Canal Zone, Puerto Rico, U.S. Military Overseas)   
Other Canada:




    
[0.6% of all respondents]
        (Not Ontario or British Columbia)
International:




     
[2.2% of all respondents]
        (Foreign Countries: Australia, England, Israel, Italy, Mexico, New Zealand, South Africa

and Sweden)
Unknown/Unclear:




[3.8% of all respondents] 

These designations reflect the area in which people lived when they were involved in the Jesus People movement–not where they now reside.  In a few cases the respondents were involved in one or more states, provinces, or countries (this was especially true of those who were involved in the Shiloh Youth Centers–that organization not only became national in scope by the late ‘70s, but had a policy of shifting members from one location to another–the legendary/infamous “Shiloh Shuffle”).  In these sorts of cases, geographical location was split between the two major locations which their responses indicated that most of their time was spent.
The survey data clearly indicates the major role that California played as the cradle of the Jesus People movement and the unique way in which the movement fit in with Californian culture: slightly over a third of those from North America taking the survey indicated that all, or a portion of, their direct experience with the Jesus movement had taken place in California. Yet, the survey results also indicate that the Jesus People movement certainly became a national movement—46 of 50 states are represented (those with no respondents: North Dakota, Rhode Island, Utah, Wyoming), as well as the District of Columbia, Puerto Rico, and the Panama Canal Zone. And the survey data also reveals that the impact of the movement did not end at the borders of the United States—survey-takers also represented five Canadian provinces and seven foreign countries.  

   [Note: the surveys indicating non-North American involvement and identification with the movement were included for statistical purposes if the content of their answers demonstrated a conscious awareness of the larger movement and its American context and origins.]. 

Top Ten States in Absolute Numbers of Jesus People Survey Respondents:

1.) California

2.) Texas

3.) Ohio

4.) Illinois

5.) Florida

6.) Washington

7.) Pennsylvania

8.) Oregon

9.) Tie--New Jersey
Virginia

Respondents Who Considered Themselves “Hippies” Prior to involvement with Jesus People:

-Yes:


38.9%

-No:


39.3%

-Not sure:

  9.5%

-No answer:

12.3%

Respondents Who Used Marijuana Prior to Involvement With Jesus People:

-Regular:

24.8%

-Occasional:

29.6%

-Rarely/Never:

43.2%

-No answer:

  2.4%

The two questions above seem to provide underlying evidence of the general observation at the time that the Jesus People were made up of two large groups—those who came into contact with Christianity from backgrounds in the counterculture, and those young people from evangelical church backgrounds who were attracted to the movement.

Respondents Who Listened to Rock Music Prior to Involvement with Jesus People:

-Regular:

78.2%

-Occasional:

12.9%

-Rarely/Never:
 
  6.4%

-No answer:

  2.5%

The responses to this question highlight both the near-universal importance of the medium of rock n’ roll music within the larger youth culture, and the manner in which “Jesus Music” was poised to play such a major role within the Jesus movement.
Respondents Who Were Interested in Other Religions Prior to Involvement with Jesus People:

-Yes (Christian):

11%

-Yes (non-Christian):
32.4%

-No:


33.4%…....

34.5z
 6ional analysis reported their experiences with the Jesus People.mon teh  ly anything new or novel.ell as the fact
-No answer:

23.2%

This question broadly addressed the disposition of the individual towards an unspecified “other religion” and could have been construed by some respondents to refer to an openness to their own religious backgrounds.  Interestingly, the response makes it clear that many of the respondents had no particular interest in religion of any kind prior to their involvement with the JP.

Respondents’ Political Identity Prior to Involvement with Jesus People:

-Liberal:

42%

-Moderate:
27.2%

-Conservative:
22.4%

-No answer:
  8.4%

Respondents’ Current Political Identity:

-Liberal:

10.3%

-Moderate:
25.2%

-Conservative:
57%

-No answer: 
  7.5%

Respondents Who Attended a Local Church during Their Involvement in the Jesus People Movement
-Yes:


84.6%

-No:


12.6%

-Not sure:

  1.1%

-No answer:

  1.7%

The responses to this question pose a major challenge to the dominant image of the Jesus People as they were portrayed in the popular and academic presses during the 1971-1972 publicity explosion surrounding the movement.  Rather than isolated within communes and counterculture-oriented fellowships, this response suggests that for the vast majority of JP–and not just the church kids who were adapting the Jesus People “style”—it was a natural reflex to become involved in the larger mix of church and community by their involvement with the services and programs of local churches.  It would also help explain how the movement seemed to “disappear” in the late ‘70s–many of the Jesus People would have by then been well-integrated within the larger evangelical Christian subculture by virtue of their involvement with local congregations. 

Respondents Who Experienced, or Saw, the “Baptism of the Holy Spirit” During Their Jesus People Involvement:
-Participated:

76.6%

-Saw:


17.2%

-No answer:

  6.2%

This, and the next question underline the presence and extent of Pentecostal-style “Gifts of the Spirit” in the life of the Jesus People.
Respondents Who Experienced, or Saw, “Speaking in Tongues” in Their Jesus People Involvement:
-Participated:

72.2%

-Saw:


23.2%

-No answer:

  4.6%

Respondents Who Felt Women Were Given Positions of Authority During Their Jesus People Involvement
-Yes:


42.3%

-No:


23.2%

-Not sure:

29.3%

-No answer:

 5.2%

This question represents one of those “eye of the beholder” type questions which is further complicated by the mists of time.  The Jesus People were often characterized by observers as being “patriarchal” for their adherence to conservative evangelical interpretations of Biblical guidelines for male-female, husband-wife relationships.  The data here seems to indicate that in many cases these guidelines were not necessarily followed down the line or that women were at least perceived to have authority and influence despite what might be construed from a “flat” reading of Biblical texts or group policies and pronouncements.

Respondents’ Views on Minority Participation in the Jesus People Movement

-Yes:


69.6%

-No:


14.6%

-No answer:

15.8%

The Jesus People movement was, overwhelmingly, a movement made up of white North Americans.  However, there was some participation by African-Americans, Hispanics, Native-Americans, and Asian-Americans (and on a “minority” level, the movement was conspicuous in its inclusion of “Messianic Jews”).  This question attempted to get a better handle on attitudes toward minorities as well as their inclusion and participation in the movement.  Overwhelmingly it would seem to indicate–coming at the tail end of the civil rights movement and during a time of heightened racial tension and expanding ethnic consciousness–that a number of Jesus People groups proved hospitable to minorities and that they must have felt a sense of welcome therein.  Indeed, many of those who answered “No” went out of their way to indicate that they thought that there would have been no problem with minority participation in their groups, or made a point to note that they lived in areas (rural Ohio, Minnesota, for example) where minorities were relatively non-existent.  

Respondents’ Views on Imminent Second Coming During Their Involvement with the Jesus People Movement
-Yes:


79.2%

-No:


  9.8%

-Not sure:

  7%

-No answer:

  4%

The apocalyptic nature of the Jesus People movement and the influence of books like Hal Lindsey’s The Late, Great Planet Earth was well-documented at the time (and as our “favorite/most influential author” results will also demonstrate below).  The data here reflects this and also demonstrates that the Jesus People believed that Christ’s return was a matter of “any day now.”

Respondents’ Response to the Creation of Israel in 1948 as Prophetically Significant 

-Yes:


86.1%

-No:


  4.4%

-Not sure:

  5.7%

-No answer:

  3.8%

Respondents’ Level of Belief in the “Rapture” During Their Involvement in the Jesus People Movement

-Yes:


89.9%

-No:


  4.2%

-Not sure:

  2.6%

-No answer:

  3.3%

Respondents’ Current Level of Belief in the “Rapture”
-Yes:


66.3%

-No:


16.3%

-Not sure:

14%

-No answer:

  3.4%

The previous two questions highlight the fact that during the heyday of the Jesus People, most in the movement were enthusiastic believers in the system of prophetic interpretation known as “dispensational premillennialism.”  That certainty in a “pre-trib rapture” has waned somewhat, but is still the dominant framework for understanding the end times among former Jesus People.   

Respondents’:  “Do you still consider yourself a Christian?”
-Yes:


94.1%

-No:


  1.5%

-Not sure:

   .6%

-No answer:

 3.8%

Respondents’ Current Religious Affiliation [number of total responses]

-“Christian” as first choice:



509 (62.7%)

-“Evangelical” as first or second choice:
 

328 (40.4%)

-“Pentecostal,” “Charismatic” or Pentecostal

    Denomination as first or second choice:

  
191 (23.5%)

This question tried to help us understand where the Jesus People are today in terms of their religious affiliation.  Respondents had a long list of possible denominational and doctrinal labels and were asked to “pick as many as apply” to describe themselves.  Reasoning that the individual’s core identification would be the respondents’ most likely first answers, I tabulated up to the first three answers from each survey.  The three categories above were easily the most frequent answers.  Overwhelmingly, most simply saw “Christian” as their baseline, first sense of identification.  In terms of actual specific denominational identification the leading two responses were “Calvary Chapel” (although it technically claims not to be a denomination, as such) and “Baptist.”
Respondents’ Attendance at Jesus Music Festivals During Their Jesus People Involvement

-Yes:


56.4%

-No:


32.6%

-Not sure:

  7.3%

-No answer:

  3.7%

Do Respondents Still Listen to “Jesus Music” That Was Current During Their Involvement in the Jesus People Movement?
-Yes:


66.1%

-No:


27%

-Not sure:

    .9%

-No answer:

  6%

Although old dogs are known not to learn new tricks, it is rather surprising given the rise of new technologies (most of the “old” music is still available only in lp record and cassette form) and the flood of music created since the days of the Jesus People (i.e., the rise of Contemporary Christian Music), that many of the people answering the survey were still inclined–either out of actual enthusiasm for the music or the artists, or out of nostalgia–to pull out their Jesus Music.  Again, this accents the important role that music played as a bonding agent in the movement.

Survey Respondents’ “Favorites” and “Most Influentials”

As part of our survey we asked those who had taken part in the Jesus People movement to name those they considered most influential or their personal “favorites” in five specific categories:  1.) most influential/favorite artists/musical groups; 2.) most influential/favorite songs; 3.) most influential/favorite albums; 4.) most influential leaders/speakers; and, 5.) most influential/favorite authors or books.  We encouraged respondents to follow their hearts in these questions and not to think just in national terms, but to honestly name local leaders, speakers, or bands if they had been most influential in their lives, or if they had been their favorites.  The responses to these questions were both very interesting and very complex to tabulate.  A fair percentage of our respondents either did not answer these questions at all or simply remarked “too many to list” for such things as “favorite” song or author.  Others listed one or two responses to these questions, while some people would take the time to list 5, 10, or 20 favorite Jesus Music bands, authors, or speakers.  As with the question above about people’s current denominational affiliation, I thought it most likely in the case of multiple responses that the first responses were more likely to be the most influential or their absolute favorites.  So, I accepted up to three responses for each question and kept running tabs of who and what garnered “votes”.  In the end we had a wide variety of responses--many leaders and bands, for example, received only one, two, or three mentions.  Many were mentioned time and time again but were listed at various spots outside of the “top three” criteria which we were using to gauge “most influential” and “favorite.”  Overall, when all was said and done, however,  I believe we ended up with fairly clear indications of those artists, songs, albums, leaders, and authors who were broadly influential for the Jesus People movement.  Below are the results: 
Most Influential/Favorite “Jesus Music” Musicians, Groups:

1.) Love Song (340)

2.) Larry Norman (226)

3.) 2nd Chapter of Acts (153)

4.) Keith Green (108)

5.) Barry McGuire (96)

6.) Phil Keaggy (81)

7.) Randy Stonehill (75)

8.) Chuck Girard (70)

9.) Andrae Crouch (53)

10.) Children of the Day (52)

11.) The Way (51)

12.) Mustard Seed Faith (49)

13.) Honeytree (48)

14.) Resurrection/Rez Band (29)

15.) Randy Matthews (27)

16.) Daniel Amos (20)

17.) Debby Kerner/Ernie Rettino (19)

18.) Petra (17)

19.) The Road Home (13)

20.) tie--Pat Terry (12)

 
Paul Clark (12)
Other Artists with 8-11 “first three” mentions:  John Fischer, John Michael Talbot, Don Francisco, Karen Lafferty, Lamb, Dallas Holm, Country Faith, Sweet Comfort Band, and Evie.

Artists with 5-7 “first three” mentions: Oden Fong, Parable, Darrell Mansfield, Malcolm & Alwyn, the Imperials, the Archers, Michael Omartian, the Talbot Brothers, Terry Talbot, Blessed Hope, Hope, and Glass Harp.
NOTE:  Within this segment of the survey, there was a decided “Calvary Chapel Effect”—not surprising, given the size and importance of Calvary Chapel-Costa Mesa in the early movement and the important role that Southern California played within the larger movement.  In this particular category there was a resulting tendency for the major groups at Calvary Chapel (#1, #10, #11, #12, #17, #19) to show up as a cluster in the survey responses from those who had been a part of the Calvary Chapel scene or those whose Jesus People experience had been in the Orange County/Los Angeles area.  In terms of overall voting, #2 “vote-getter” Larry Norman seemed to have a more broadly national following. However,  Love Song won its convincing show in the #1 spot by virtue of both an overwhelming regard amongst those in the Calvary Chapel orbit and Southern California, and by having a strong national impact and following (for more on this see below). 
Favorite “Jesus Music” Songs:

1.) “I Wish We'd All Been Ready”--Larry Norman (55)

2.) “Little Country Church”--Love Song (35)

3.) “Come to the Water (For Those Tears I Died)”--Children of the Day (31)

4.) “Easter Song”--2nd Chapter (23) 
5.) “Love Song”--Love Song (22) 
6.) “Welcome Back”--Love Song (20) 
7.) tie—“Two Hands”--Love Song (17)

 
“Why Should the Devil Have all the Good Music?”--Larry Norman (17)

9.) tie—“We Are One in the Spirit” (14)

 
“Little Pilgrim”--Love Song (14)

11.) tie—“Your Love Broke Through”--Phil Keaggy/Keith Green (13)

 
 “Sometimes Alleluia”--Chuck Girard (13)

13.) “I Am a Servant”--Larry Norman/Honeytree (10)

14.) “Why Don't You Look Into Jesus?”--Larry Norman (9)

15.) tie—“Front Seat, Back Seat”--Love Song (8)

  
 “The Outlaw”--Larry Norman (8)

 “Pass It On” (8)
18.) “One Way”--Larry Norman (7)

19.) tie—“Which Way the Wind Blows”--2nd Chapter (6)

  
 “Seek Ye First”--Karen Lafferty (6)

Songs just out of the running:  “Alleluia,” “Amazing Grace,” “Asleep in the Light” by Keith Green, “Lay Your Burden Down,” by Chuck Girard, “Sweet, Sweet Song of Salvation,” by Larry Norman, “Clean Before My Lord,” by Honeytree, “Hand to the Plow” by Paul Clark, “What a Day,” by Phil Keaggy, “Keep Me Running,” by Randy Stonehill, and “Sail on Sailor,” by Mustard Seed Faith.
NOTE:  This particular question received the most widely varied set of responses, including the most instances of responses like “too many to mention” and “all of it.” 

Most Influential “Jesus Music” Albums:

1.)  Love Song--Love Song (152)

2.)  tie--The Everlastin' Living Jesus Music Concert/Maranatha # 1  (41)

 
Only Visiting This Planet--Larry Norman (41)

4.)  Upon This Rock--Larry Norman (27)

5.)  ...With Footnotes--2nd Chapter of Acts (22)

6.)  No Compromise--Keith Green (19)

7.)  "All Maranatha albums"--(18)

8.)  "All Keith Green's albums"--(16)

9.)  tie--What a Day--Phil Keaggy (14)

 
Sail on Sailor--Mustard Seed Faith (14)

11.) "All Larry Norman albums"--(12)

12.) "All Love Song albums"--(11)

13.) Final Touch--Love Song (10)

14.) tie--Chuck Girard--Chuck Girard (9)

 
How the West Was One--2nd Chapter/Keaggy (9)

 
"All 2nd Chapter albums"--(9)

 
To the Bride--McGuire/2nd Chapter (9)

18.) tie--Street Level--Larry Norman (8)

 
For Him Who Has Ears to Hear--Keith Green (8)

20.) In Another Land--Larry Norman (7)

Albums just out of the running:  “Bootleg” by Larry Norman, “Seeds,” by Barry McGuire, “Shotgun Angel” by Daniel Amos, “Jesus Christ Superstar,” “Live at Carnegie Hall,” by Andrae Crouch & the Disciples, and “Welcome to Paradise” by Randy Stonehill.
NOTE:  For those who are familiar with “conventional wisdom” about the seminal music of the Jesus movement and the formative days of what would become “Contemporary Christian Music,” the overwhelming showing by the first Love Song album is something of a surprise—even given the “Calvary Chapel effect” in this survey.  The results would seem to indicate that the appearance of Love Song’s “Love Song” album was for North American evangelical youth the musical equivalent in the early ‘70s of what Bill Haley’s song “Rock Around the Clock” was for the larger youth culture in the mid-1950s. 

Most Influential Speakers/Leaders
1.) Chuck Smith  (219)

2.) David Wilkerson  (51)

3.) Lonnie Frisbee  (44)

4.) Billy Graham  (43)

5.) Greg Laurie  (36)

6.) Tie--Derek Prince  (29)

         Keith Green (29)

9.) Bob Mumford (27)

10.) Tom Stipe  (26)

11.)  Larry Norman  (22)
12.)  Winkey Pratney (19)

13.)  Josh McDowell (18)

14.)  tie—Arthur Blessitt (17)
          John Higgins (17)

          Hal Lindsey (17)

16.) tie—Kathryn Kuhlman (13)

        Mike McIntosh (13)

18.)  tie-- Bill Bright (11)

        Glenn Kaiser (11)


          Walter Martin  (11)

          Mario Murillo  (11)


          Duane Pederson  (11)

Other speakers/leaders with 8-10 “first three” mentions:  Nicky Cruz, Ken Gulliksen, Scott Ross, L.E. Romaine, Mike Warnke.  Speakers/leaders with 5 or more mentions:  Loren Cunningham, Bill Gothard, Kenneth Hagin, Jack Hayford, Roy Hicks, Jr., Dawson McAllister, Pat Robertson, Larry Tomczak, Corrie Ten Boom, Ralph Wilkerson.
NOTE:  The “Calvary Chapel effect” is fairly obvious in this particular category (Calvary Chapel figures at #1, #3, #5, #9, and tied for #16, along with two others in the 8-10 mentions group). Nonetheless the ministry and impact of #1--Calvary Chapel founder Chuck Smith—went far beyond a mere clustering of regional votes.  Smith was obviously an important figure in the Jesus People movement not only in Orange County, California but, throughout North America via widely-distributed cassette tapes of his sermons and Bible studies, and—to a lesser extent--his writings. 
Most Influential Authors/Books
Well, guess what?  The Bible was overwhelmingly the first response of the folks who took our survey.  But everyone knew that.  This list takes into account the other authors and titles (including various new manifestations of the Bible that appeared in the ‘70s) whom were mentioned most frequently among initial responses.

1.) Hal Lindsey  (136)         

2.) David Wilkerson  (78)        

3.) C.S. Lewis  (75)

4.) Watchman Nee (46)

5.)  Francis Schaeffer  (43)

6.)  Josh McDowell  (41)

7.)  Chuck Smith  (23)
8.)  tie—Bob Mumford  (18)


The Living Bible (18)

10.) Billy Graham  (16)

11.) tie—Nicky Cruz (13)


 Derek Prince (13)


 John L. Sherrill (13)

 Corrie Ten Boom (13)

15.) tie—Dennis and Rita Bennett (11)


 Hannah Hurnard (11)


 A.W. Tozer  (11)

18.)  tie--Arthur Blessitt (10)


 Merlin Carrothers (10)
 20.) Pat Boone (8)

Other authors/titles with 5 or more “first three” mentions:  Brother Andrew, Dietrich Bonhoeffer, Bill Bright, John Bunyan, Charles G. Finney, The Good News Bible, Tim LaHaye, Letters to Street Christians, Andrew Murray, Pat Robertson, Ray Steadman, John Stott, Mel Tari, Winkey Pratney. 
Top Ten Most Frequently Mentioned Titles
1.) The Late, Great Planet Earth—Hal Lindsey  (Hands down winner….)
2.) The Cross and the Switchblade—David Wilkerson

3.) Mere Christianity—C.S. Lewis

4.) Evidence That Demands a Verdict—Josh McDowell

5.) The Living Bible

6.) The God Who is There—Francis Schaeffer

7.) tie—Run, Baby, Run—Nicky Cruz

        They Speak With Other Tongues—John L. Sherrill

        The Hiding Place—Corrie Ten Boom
       10.)  tie--Nine O’ Clock in the Morning—Dennis and Rita Bennett

 
        Hinds’ Feet on High Places—Hannah Hurnard
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